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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


How a Theory of Crime and 
Policing Was Born, and Went 
Terribly Wrong - Part Two 

By Tara Boyle, Jennifer Schmidt, 
Maggie Penman and Shankar 
Vedantam 

Right from the start, there 
were signs something was wrong with 
the [broken windows theory of policing: 
arresting people for misdemeanors in 
hopes of preventing more serious 
crimes]. 

"Crime was starting to go 
down in New York City prior to Mayor 
Giuliani's election and prior to the 
implementation of broken windows 
policing," says Harcourt, the Columbia 
law professor. From about 1991, there 
was a remarkable drop in violent 
crime," not only in NYC, but in cities 
where nothing like broken windows 
policing was in place. It even fell where 
police departments were viewed as 
dysfunctional, such as Los Angeles. 

In 2006, Harcourt found the 
broken windows theory might be flawed 
because it failed to consider what's 
called a "reversion to the mean." 

"Basically, the idea is if 
something goes up a lot, it tends to go 
down a lot." 

Harcourt says there was 
another big problem with broken 
windows. 

"Starting in 1993, what 
you're going to see is complaints 
skyrocketing, police misconduct cases 
skyrocketing, and of course, brutal 
incidents, happening at a faster and 
faster clip." 

The problem intensified with 
a new practice that grew out of broken 
windows called "stop and frisk," which 
was embraced in NYC after Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg won election in 
2001 . 


If broken windows meant 
arresting people for misdemeanors in 
hopes of preventing more serious 
crimes, "stop and frisk" said, why even 
wait for the misdemeanor? Why not go 
ahead and stop, question and search 
anyone who looked suspicious? 

Some misdemeanor arrests 
or stopping and questioning did help 
solve serious crimes, even homicides. 
But most police stops turned up 
nothing. In 2008, NYC police made 
nearly 250,000 stops for what they 
called furtive movements. Only one- 
fifteenth of 1 percent of those turned up 
a gun. 

Even more problematic, in 
order to be able to go after disorder, 
you have to be able to define it. Is it a 
trash bag covering a broken window? 
Teenagers playing music too loudly? 

In Chicago, researchers 
Robert Sampson and Stephen 
Raudenbush found that if two 
neighborhoods had exactly the same 
amount of graffiti and litter and loitering, 
people saw more disorder, more 
broken windows, in neighborhoods with 
more African-Americans. 

George Kelling, the broken 
windows theorist, is not an advocate of 
stop and frisk. In fact, in 1982, he and 
James Q. Wilson wrote: "How do we 
ensure ... that the police do not become 
the agents of neighborhood bigotry? 
We can offer no wholly satisfactory 
answer to this important question." 

In 2013, a federal district 
court found that NYC's stop and frisk 
policy was unconstitutional because it 
singled out young black and Hispanic 
men. Later that year, NYC elected a 
liberal, Bill DeBlasio, who ended stop 
and frisk. But he did not do away with 
the broken windows policy, which came 
under fresh scrutiny in 2014. The 
reason: Eric Garner an African- 


American [selling loose cigarettes] who 
officers restrained with a chokehold 
that proved fatal. 

His death sparked massive 
protests, and his name is now 
synonymous with the distrust between 
police and African-American 
communities. 

For Kelling, this was not the 
end that he had hoped for. As a 
researcher, he's one of the few whose 
ideas have left the academy and 
spread like wildfire. 

But once politicians and the 
media fell in love with his idea, they 
took it to places that he never intended 
and could not control. 

"When, during the 1990s, I 
would occasionally read that a new 
chief says, 'I'm going to implement 
broken windows tomorrow,' I would 
listen with dismay because [it's] a 
highly discretionary activity by police 
that needs extensive training, formal 
guidelines, constant monitoring and 
oversight. So do I worry about the 
implementation about broken windows? 
A whole lot ... because it can be done 
very badly." 

In fact, Kelling says, "I 
wonder if we should back away from 
the metaphor of broken windows. It 
was easy to communicate, a lot of 
people got it as a result of the 
metaphor. It was attractive for a long 
time. But as you know, metaphors can 
wear out and become stale." 

These days, the consensus 
among social scientists is that broken 
windows likely did have modest effects 
on crime. But few believe it caused the 
60 or 70 percent decline in violent 
crime for which it was once credited. 

The story of broken 
windows is a story of our fascination 
with easy fixes and seductive theories. 
Once an idea like that takes hold, it's 







nearly impossible to get the genie back 
in the bottle. -- npr.org Nov. 1,2016 

Justice Dept. Rewards 
Sanctuary Cities, States with 
$342 Million in Grants 

The Obama Department of 
Justice doled out $342,168,401 to 10 
sanctuary states and cities that proudly 
reject federal claims for criminal illegal 
aliens earmarked for removal, 
according to the agency’s independent 
watchdog. Among them is Connecticut 
which has received $69 million in 
grants. 

Connecticut has long 
protected illegal immigrants and even 
offers them special drivers licenses, 
known as Drive Only. The state also 
gives illegal aliens discounted tuition at 
public colleges and universities. 
Authorities work hard to restrict the 
feds from deporting illegal immigrants, 
one of whom spent 17 years in prison 
for attempted murder; he then stabbed 
a woman to death in Norwich. The 
murderer has been earmarked for 
deportation at least three times. 

California, also a renowned 
sanctuary state that offers illegal 
immigrants a number of taxpayer- 
funded perks, topped the list with $132, 
409,635 in Justice Department grants. 

-- The Judicial Watch Verdict, 
October 2016 

Exclusive to the New Jersey 
Militia Newsletter 

By Robert Wheaton 

No wonder Alex Jones 
(infowars.com) and others openly call 
the NRA a Trojan Horse. 

A recent issue of the NJM 
N/L listed about 11 states that have 
Constitutional Carry laws enacted. 
Vermont, by the way, has always had 
Constitutional Carry. 

I don’t speak for the 
National Association for Gun Rights or 
their state project for Texas, Texas Gun 
Rights, but in 2017 they will again work 
to pass Constitutional Carry - which 
will end Texas state licensure with CCL 
licenses. Two years ago in the last 
Session it failed. Instead, NRA-backed 
Open, Holstered Carry passed - but 
only for CCL licensees! 

Thirty million bucks invested 
in passing NRA’s 2017 federal 
legislative agenda (already)? Obscene, 
insane and repugnant to the Second 
Amendment! Folks, let’s be careful 
what we BEG for; we might just get it. 

Robert Wheaton is a long¬ 
time subscriber and supporter from 
Texas. 


When Evil Is Called Virtue 

By G. Edward Griffin 

The violent leftist 
demonstrators in the US, whose 
political ideology is identical to classical 
Fascist doctrine, seek to deny freedom- 
of-speech to those who disagree with 
them. Yet, they have the gall to label 
those they attack as Fascists. 

Demonstrators in every part 
of the country follow the same style 
book. They shout slogans and chants 
that are crafted to create the 
impression that they are virtuous and 
trod the moral high ground. They shout 
obscenities and assault people while 
chanting: “Shame. Shame. Shame.” 
Observers are thereby programmed to 
feel that, even though the rioters are 
obnoxious, their actions are justified by 
the virtue of their cause and the evil 
they oppose. 

This tactic is called ‘virtue 
signalling’ and it is studied at war 
colleges and universities specializing in 
psychological warfare. I recall reading 
about a similar strategy years ago in a 
manual for guerilla warfare. It stressed 
the importance of winning the support 
of peasants and local townspeople by 
convincing them that the guerillas are 
motivated by high ideals, such as a 
desire for peace, freedom, equality, 
and opposition to tyranny. 

This tactic did not just occur 
simultaneously. They are not products 
of a spontaneous uprising of the 
masses but part of a network of 
professional agitators with lots of 
training and money behind them. 

In my view, one of the most 
important things that must be done by 
the Trump administration is to put these 
Fascist revolutionary organizations out 
of business, and the best way to do 
that is to cut off their funding. - 2017 
February 3 

Trump Threatens to Cut UC 
Berkeley Funding after Night 
of Violence 

President Donald Trump 
threatened to cut federal funding for the 
University of California, Berkeley after 
the campus erupted into fiery violence 
before a planned speech by 
conservative figure Milo Yiannopoulos 
Wednesday evening. 

Trump tweeted: If U.C. 
Berkeley does not allow free speech 
and practices violence on innocent 
people with a different point of view - 
NO FEDERAL FUNDS? 

The protests forced 
Yiannopoulos to cancel a book tour 
event that was, ironically, about free 
speech on campus. 


Protesters broke windows, 
set off fireworks, and threw smoke 
bombs and flares. Masked protesters 
used a diesel generator to start a large 
fire outside the building where the 
author was set to speak. 

Berkeley is the flagship 
institution of the UC system. The 
school received $370 million in federal 
research funding during the 2015-2016 
school year. 

UC’s president, former 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano, vowed to protect immigrant 
students that attend the public school 
system, even if it meant defying 
Trump’s executive orders. 

-- dailycaller.com 2017/02/02 

A Better Solution Than 
Trump’s Border Wall 

By Ron Paul 

President Trump is already 
following through on his pledge to 
address illegal immigration, calling for 
the construction of a wall along the 
entire length of the US-Mexico border. 
While he is right to focus on the issue, 
there are several reasons why his 
proposed solution will unfortunately not 
lead us anywhere closer to solving the 
problem. 

First, the wall will not work. 
Texas started building a border fence 
about ten years ago. It divided people 
from their own property across the 
border, it deprived people of their land 
through eminent domain, and in the 
end the problem of drug and human 
smuggling was not solved. 

Second, the wall is 
estimated to cost between 12 and 15 
billion dollars. You can bet it will be 
more than that. Trump has claimed that 
if the Mexican government doesn’t pay 
for it, he will impose a 20 percent duty 
on products imported from Mexico. 
Who will pay this tax? Ultimately, the 
American consumer, as the additional 
costs will be passed on. 

Third, building a wall 
ignores the real causes of illegal border 
crossings into the U.S. 

The solution to really 
addressing the problem of illegal 
immigration, drug smuggling, and the 
threat of cross-border terrorism is clear: 
remove the welfare magnet that 
attracts so many, stop the US war in 
the Middle East, and end the drug war 
that incentivizes smugglers. 

The various taxpayer- 
funded programs that benefit illegal 
immigrants, such as direct financial 
transfers, medical benefits, food 
assistance, and education, cost an 
estimated $100 billion dollars per year. 




The promise of free money, free food, 
free education, and free medical care is 
a powerful incentive. It especially 
makes no sense for the U.S. 
government to provide these services 
to those who are not here legally. 

Likewise, the 40 year war 
on drugs has produced no benefit to 
the American people. It is estimated 
that since President Nixon declared a 
war on drugs, the US has spent more 
than a trillion dollars to fight what is a 
losing battle. Just as with the welfare 
magnet, there is an enormous incentive 
to smuggle drugs into the U.S. 

We already know the effect 
that ending the war on drugs has on 
illegal smuggling: as more and more 
U.S. states decriminalize marijuana, 
marijuana smuggling from Mexico to 
the US has dropped by 50 percent from 
2010 . 

Finally, the threat of 
terrorists crossing from Mexico must be 
taken seriously, however once again 
we must soberly consider why they 
may seek to do us harm. We have 
been dropping bombs on the Middle 
East since at least 1990. Last year 
President Obama dropped more than 
26,000 bombs. Thousands of civilians 
have been killed in US drone attacks. 
The grand US plan to “remake” the 
Middle East has produced only misery, 
bloodshed, and terrorism. Ending this 
senseless intervention will go a long 
way toward removing the incentive to 
attack us. 

I believe it is important for 
us to have secure borders, but 
unfortunately President Trump’s plan to 
build a wall will end up costing a 
fortune while ignoring the real problem 
of why people cross the borders 
illegally. They will keep coming as long 
as those incentives remain. 

-- ronpaulinstitute.org 2017/January/30 

Know your rights if the IRS 
breaks the rules 

By Tina Orem 

The Taxpayer Bill of Rights, 
which the IRS adopted in 2014, 
summarizes taxpayer rights scattered 
throughout the tax code. Taxpayers 
have the right to: 

1. Be informed. 

2. Quality service. 

3. Pay no more than the correct 
amount of tax. 

4. Challenge the IRS’s position and be 
heard. 

5. Appeal an IRS decision in an 
independent forum. 

6. Finality. 

7. Privacy. 

8. Confidentiality. 


9. Retain representation. 

10. A fair and just tax system. 

It’s often helpful to 
reference these rights when talking with 
the IRS, says Glen Frost, a tax attorney 
in Columbia, Md. Frost says he often 
points out that it’s the taxpayer’s right 
to be heard, for example. 

IRS disputes can be 
intimidating. Frost says he’s seen even 
certified public accountants become 
submissive around IRS agents. But the 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights provides the 
grounds to challenge the agency’s 
position. 

“The first principle here is, 
these aren't rights that are granted by 
the IRS, but they're simply recognized 
by the IRS, and they all come down 
from the law that's either made by 
Congress or the courts,” says Fred 
Daily, a tax attorney in St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

Taxpayers have the right to 
retain representation. Taxpayers also 
have the right to talk to an IRS 
supervisor — a move that might save 
hours of time and frustration, Frost 
adds. 

The Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
may help you navigate disputes, but it’s 
not necessarily a tool for things like 
resolving problems with a specific 
employee, for example, says Alvin 
Brown, a tax attorney in New York City. 

“The [Taxpayer] Bill of 
Rights is incomplete, and it needs 
some more backbone. It needs more 
structure, more specificity,” Brown 
says. 

Other options for taxpayers 
include filing a complaint with the 
Treasury inspector general for tax 
administration, an IRS watchdog, or 
turning to the courts, he says. 

— usatoday.com February 5, 2017 

The FBI Watchlist That Gives 
Companies Real Time 
Updates on Employees 

By Ava Kofman 

Employers enrolled in the 
FBI's Rap Back programs receive real¬ 
time notifications about their 
employees’ run-ins with law 
enforcement, including arrests at 
protests and charges that do not end 
up in convictions. (“Rap” is an acronym 
for Record of Arrest and Prosecution; 
"Back” for background). 

States and agencies 
partnering with the FBI will be entering 
data into the Next Generation 
Identification (NGI) database, 
considered to be the world’s largest 
biometric database, of more than 70 
million civil fingerprints submitted for 


background checks and over 50 million 
prints submitted for criminal purposes. 

Rap Back has been 
advertised by the FBI as an effort to 
target individuals in “positions of trust,” 
such as those who work with children, 
the elderly, and the disabled. According 
to a Rap Back spokesperson, however, 
there are no formal limits as to “which 
populations of individuals can be 
enrolled in the Rap Back Service.” 

The FBI has the license to 
retain the fingerprints indefinitely — 
even after notice of death. Employers 
can purchase lifetime subscriptions for 
$13 per person. Employees have no 
choice in the matter. 

There are no laws 
preventing the FBI from using the data 
for other purposes, said Jeramie Scott, 
an attorney with the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center. Fingerprints could 
be used to open up devices like smart 
phones without the owner’s consent. In 
addition, Scott pointed out that the FBI 
often collects a photo of Rap Back 
participants’ faces. “Although the FBI 
has stated that they do not use these 
photos in facial recognition searches,” 
he said, “there is no legal barrier from 
the Bureau changing this policy.” 

In June, Hawaii became the 
first state to put gun owners into its Rap 
Back system, which will notify law 
enforcement whenever a gun owner is 
arrested for a crime in any state. Jay 
Stanley, of the ACLU, said that such a 
real-time database for monitoring might 
seem like a good idea in theory — until 
the same logic is applied to other 
groups in practice. In Utah, for 
instance, anytime an immigrant with a 
driver’s license generates any sort of 
criminal record, Rap Back will notify 
ICE, possibly triggering deportation 
proceedings. 

Jay Stanley, of the ACLU, 
views the Rap Back program as part of 
a larger trend toward the monitoring 
and policing of everyday life. “The 
whole purpose of program,” he said, “is 
for people to be fired.” 

— The Intercept February 5, 2017 

Undercover FBI agent was 
near gunmen before attack 

PHOENIX (AP) - An 
undercover FBI agent who was 
investigating terrorism was driving past 
two men just before they opened fire 
outside a Prophet Muhammad cartoon 
contest in Garland, TX in 2015, raising 
questions about whether authorities 
could have done more to stop the 
attack. 

The records emerged in the 
criminal case against Abdul Malik 




Abdul Kareem, a Phoenix man who 
was sentenced this week to 30 years in 
prison on criminal convictions that 
included providing support to Islamic 
State. 

Two of Kareem's friends, 
Elton Simpson and Nadir Soofi, were 
armed with semi-automatic weapons, 
body armor and had a copy of the 
Islamic State flag when they arrived at 
the anti-Islam event. 

Kareem wasn't at the event, 
but the FBI was. Court records also 
show that the unidentified FBI agent 
was in contact with one of the gunmen 
days before the attack. In one social 
media exchange, the officer told 
Simpson, in a bid to keep the 
conversation going, "Tear up Texas." 
The two attackers were killed in a 
shootout with police, and a security 
guard was wounded. 

The fact that there was an 
FBI agent at the contest in Texas who 
was in contact with Simpson has drawn 
criticism from Kareem's lawyer and the 
security guard's lawyer. They say the 
government has not been forthcoming 
about the agent's role in the plot and 
have questions why the agency didn't 
break up the plot. — February 10, 2017 

Californians foot $25G bill for 
40 hours of Holder’s anti- 
Trump time 

California taxpayers are 
shelling out $25,000 a month for 40 
hours of former U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder’s time to help the state 
strategize for upcoming clashes with 
the Trump administration, according to 
a contract obtained by a conservative 
watchdog group. 

The California Legislature 
hired Holder and his Washington, D.C., 
firm, Covington & Burling, last month to 
assist with legal challenges over 
everything from immigration to 
environmental policies. 

Judicial Watch, which 
obtained Holder’s contract through a 
records request, called the deal “crony 
corruption pure and simple.’’ 

The firm did not respond to 
a request for comment. 

On Tuesday, lawmakers 
paraded the former Obama 
administration official around the state 
capital, though they remained quiet on 
what exactly Holder would be helping 
them with. Holder himself was coy 
when asked about his role. 

“I’m here just to assist these 
gentlemen and the people who they 
serve with in trying to protect the 
interests of the people of California,” 
Holder told reporters. 


Asked how he was doing it, 
Holder responded, “Well.” 

Holder was one of former 
President Barack Obama’s longest- 
serving and most controversial Cabinet 
members. On June 28, 2012, he 
became the first U.S. attorney general 
to be held in contempt of Congress on 
civil and criminal grounds for refusing 
to turn over documents on Operation 
Fast and Furious. 

- www.foxnews.com 2017/02/08 

Trial starting for 6 in Bundy 
Ranch Standoff 

LAS VEGAS (AP) - Trial 
opens Thursday in Las Vegas for six of 
nineteen defendants accused of 
illegally wielding weapons to block a 
federal round-up of cattleman and 
states' rights advocate Cliven Bundy's 
cows nearly three years ago. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
tell the U.S. District Court jury the men 
deserve prison for what could amount 
to the rest of their lives for conspiring 
with Bundy in what their indictment 
characterizes as "a massive armed 
assault against federal law 
enforcement officers." 

Defense attorneys are 
expected to cast their clients as law- 
abiding citizens who protested 
government heavy-handedness and 
are now jailed for exercising their 
constitutional free speech and weapon 
rights. 

Attorney Jess Marchese 
said the men were alarmed by 
skirmishes involving armed federal 
agents with dogs and Bundy family 
members. They were protesting after 
the federal Bureau of Land 
Management closed a range half the 
size of the state of Delaware to collect 
Bundy cattle - and set up people 
corrals well away from the activity 
designated by agents as safe protest 
areas. 

The April 12, 2014, standoff 
was tense. But no shots were fired. 
Bundy backers held commanding 
positions bearing military-style AR-15 
and AK-47 weapons against heavily- 
armed federal agents in a dry wash 
below. Hundreds of unarmed men, 
women and children were in the 
possible crossfire. 

The government said Bundy 
owed more than $1.1 million in unpaid 
grazing fees and penalties and ignored 
federal court orders to get his cattle off 
public rangeland. 

The victory of self-styled 
militia over federal rangers spread like 
a shock wave across vast rangelands 
in Western states where the federal 


government owns most of the land and 
ranchers chafe at grazing restrictions. 

The current trial is expected 
to serve as a preview for trial in May for 
Cliven Bundy, sons Ryan and Ammon 
Bundy and two other accused leaders 
of the conspiracy. 

--AP February 9, 2017 

Al-Powered Body Cams Give 
Cops The Power To Google 
Everything They See 

By Joshua Kopstein 

The police body camera 
industry is the latest to jump on the 
artificial intelligence bandwagon, 
bringing new powers and privacy 
concerns to a controversial technology. 

Last week, Taser, the stun 
gun company that has become an 
industry leader in body-mounted 

cameras, announced the creation of its 
own in-house artificial intelligence 
division by developing Al-powered tech 
specifically aimed at law enforcement, 
to let cops search for people and 
objects in video footage captured by 
on-body camera systems. 

The move suggests that 

body-worn cameras could soon 

become capable of identifying different 
objects, events, and people 
encountered by officers on the street — 
both retroactively and in real time. 

Taser has algorithms to 

scan video footage for different types of 
objects, like guns or toilets, and events, 
like a foot chase or traffic stop. Police 
will be able use keywords to search 
through video footage, allowing them to 
quickly zoom in on the relevant 
elements. Taser predicts that in a 
year’s time, their automation 
technology will reduce the time needed 
to redact faces from one hour of video 
footage from eight to 1.5 hours. 

Searchable video will also 
have major implications for privacy, 
especially since there are no federal 
laws preventing police from trawling 
through databases to track people en 
masse. 

According to a recent 
Georgetown University Law report, 
roughly half of all American adults have 
been entered into a law enforcement 
face recognition database. 

A Taser representative told 
Vocativ that its computer vision 
technology does not currently support 
face recognition. 

Using Al to optimize footage 
is a logical next step for Taser, which 
has been positioning itself to become a 
one-stop shop for the capture, storage, 
and processing of video evidence by 
law enforcement agencies. The 




company’s Axon body camera platform 
currently handles more than 5 
petabytes of footage, captured by 
officers and stored in a proprietary 
cloud locker called Evidence.com. 

“We’re talking about a 
company making very far-reaching 
decisions about the use of emerging 
technologies in policing,” Clare Garvie, 
an associate at Georgetown Law’s 
Center on Privacy & Technology, told 
Vocativ. “It’s really an open question 
right now what controls will be put in 
place at the public agency level. 

-vocative.com Feb. 16, 2017 

House rolls back Obama gun 
background check rule 

Washington (CNN) The 
Republican-led House voted Thursday 
to repeal an Obama-era regulation that 
required the Social Security 
Administration to share information 
about those who are considered 
incapable of managing their own 
disability benefits due to mental illness. 

The rule sought to limit the 
ability of those with mental illness to 
purchase guns but drew criticism for 
casting too wide a net and not 
providing the opportunity for due 
process. Opponents of the rule, 
including the National Rifle Association 
and the American Civil Liberties Union, 
also said the broad range of reasons 
that could be used to designate 
someone for the SSA database include 
conditions that should not stop a gun 
purchase. 

Republicans are using the 
Congressional Review Act to roll back 
all manner of regulations put in place 
by Obama before he left office. 

The Senate is expected to 
pass the measure soon. - Feb. 3, 2017 

Obama CDC Study: Silencers 
Best Option for Noise 
Reduction at Gun Ranges 

By Nick Leghorn 

With the introduction of the 
Hearing Protection Act, Congress is 
closer than ever to removing silencers 
from the purview of the National 
Firearms Act. According to a report by 
the Obama administration CDC’s report 
on noise and lead at outdoor firing 
ranges, silencers are the only effective 
way to reduce the harmful noise levels. 

According to the report, the 
level of noise on the range tested was 
so high that their instruments actually 
couldn’t accurately record the levels. 

Sound level meter 
measurements revealed that peak 
noise levels during gunfire were greater 
than 160 dB. 


The only potentially 
effective noise control method to 
reduce noise exposure from gunfire is 
through the use of noise suppressors 
that can be attached to the end of the 
gun barrel. However, some states do 
not permit civilians to use suppressors 
on firearms. 

-thetruthaboutguns.com Jan. 25, 2017 

House Bill Would Disband 
Scandal-Plagued ATF 

By Bob Owens 
Today, Congressman Jim 
Sensenbrenner reintroduced the ATF 
Elimination Act, legislation that would 
dissolve the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) and merge its exclusive duties 
into existing federal agencies. 

The Act calls for an 
immediate hiring freeze at the agency 
and would transfer enforcement of 
firearms, explosives and arson laws to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), and illegal diversion of alcohol 
and tobacco products would be 
transferred to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA). 

“F Troop” has long been the 
red-headed stepchild of federal law 
enforcement, passed around from 
Treasury, to Justice, back to Treasury, 
and finally back to Justice. The ATF 
has been routinely accused of 
incompetence, abusive prosecution, 
corruption, and has been responsible 
for a number of major controversies, 
including the Ruby Ridge siege, the 
Branch Davidian siege, and the 
smuggling of weapons to the Sinaloa 
drug cartel under Operation Fast and 
Furious. 

- bearingarms.com January 13, 2017 

ATF: Even legal marijuana 
users can’t buy guns 

By Gilliam Graham 
The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives long 
has prohibited gun and ammunition 
sales to unlawful users of marijuana, 
citing a risk of “irrational or 
unpredictable behavior.” Now, it has 
added a warning to Form 4473 making 
it clear that using marijuana means you 
cannot buy a gun. 

The new language, added last 
week, has raised concerns that the 
government is unfairly denying 
cannabis users their Second 
Amendment right to bear arms. 

The federal government 
classifies marijuana as a Schedule I 
drug, putting it in the same category as 
heroin, LSD and ecstasy. Marijuana 


users who lie on the form could face up 
to five years in prison. 

Question lie on Form 4473 
asks if the buyer is “an unlawful user of, 
or addicted to, marijuana ... or any 
other controlled substance?” - warning 
that: “The use or possession of 
marijuana remains unlawful under 
Federal law regardless of whether it 
has been legalized or decriminalized 
for medicinal or recreational purposes 
in the state where you reside.” 

Federal law prohibits gun 
purchases by an “unlawful user and/or 
an addict of any controlled substance,” 
a provision of the Gun Control Act of 
1968. In 2011 the ATF ruled that the 
law applies to marijuana users 
regardless of whether the state in 
which they live has passed legislation 
allowing marijuana use for medicinal 
purposes. 

The ATF’s position was 
recently upheld by the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals which ruled last 
August that the ban on sales of guns to 
medical marijuana card holders does 
not violate the Second Amendment. 

Catherine Lewis, a board 
member of Medical Marijuana 
Caregivers of Maine and others with 
the group told people they had to 
determine for themselves how to 
answer the question. Some medical 
marijuana users in Maine feel they are 
legally using the substance [because 
state law permits it] and are not 
addicted and answer with that in mind, 
she said. 

The National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana Laws believes 
that responsible cannabis users should 
be afforded the same legal rights and 
protections as other citizens. 

The National Rifle Association 
has not gone on the record with a 
position on either the 9th District Court 
of Appeals ruling or the revision to 
Form 4473. 

— Portland Press Herald Jan. 27, 2017 

ATF Associate Deputy 
Director: “Assault Weapons” 
Import Ban Nonsensical 

By AWR Hawkins 

The reasons behind ADD 
Ronald Turk’s assessment include the 
growing use of AR-15s and similar 
rifles for hunting and shooting sports. 

Because of his paradigm 
shift regarding the view and usage of 
“assault weapons,” Turk suggests the 
ATF review and update its “almost 20- 
year-old study” on such firearms. 

Another reason for lifting 
importation limitations is the fact that 
American manufacturers currently 




make and sell rifles that are identical or 
similar to many of the firearms that are 
banned from import. Because of this, 
“restriction on imports serves 
questionable public safety interests.” 

He also addressed 
suppressors, highlighting their broad 
use in hunting and shooting and 
suggesting it is “archaic” to continue to 
regulate them via the National Firearms 
Act. 

Turk touched on Ml 
Garands, military-issue 1911s, and 
other U.S. military-issued firearms that 
are in holding overseas, awaiting 
clearance to be shipped back to the 
U.S. and sold to citizens. He wrote: 

“There is no clear public 
safety reason why taxpayer-funded US- 
origin C&R [Curio and Relic] defense 
articles should be denied re-importation 
to the American public, while many 
non-U.S.-origin C&R items are 
approved. Additionally, these items do 
not represent any discernable public 
safety concern, as demand lies with 
collectors of vintage military firearms. 
Importation and sale through licensed 
dealers would effectively regulate the 
lawful transfer of these firearms 
through a licensee and a background 
check.” 

- www.breitbart.com February 7, 2017 

Ed.: the ATF is like a straw 
in the wind. For Obama they ran the 
Fast and Furious gun-running sting that 
in 2010 led to the death of Border 
Patrol officer Brian Terry, among 
others. Now, for Trump, and facing 
outright disbandment by Congress, it is 
desperately trying to save itself. 

- www.breitbart.com 7 February 2017 

Amicus brief confirms the 
private right to sell firearms 

Teixeira case at 9th Circuit compares 
gun stores to book stores 

The right to bear arms includes the 
right to buy arms 

Alameda zoning scheme attempts to 
block good gun store 

San Francisco, Calif. -- The 
noted civil-rights group Jews for the 
Preservation of Firearms Ownership 
has filed an amicus brief supporting a 
gun-store owner who has been blocked 
in California from opening a new shop. 


An Alameda County zoning 
ordinance required their gun store to be 
500 feet from certain other properties. 
Then the County changed the way it 
measures distances from door-to-door 
to wall-to-property line. A perfectly legal 
business was redlined. 

The 9th Circuit Court, in a 
three-judge-panel ruling, overturned the 
lower district court. "The Court 
recognized that taking away the means 
of exercising a fundamental right takes 
away the right itself," said Rabbi Dovid 
Bendory, JFPO’s Rabbinic Director. 
The County petitioned and was granted 
a full en banc review, in an effort to 
overturn the three-judge panel's pro- 
civil-rights decision. 

JPFO's brief presents 
important new historical information 
that has never appeared in any Second 
Amendment brief. This includes the 
arms commerce rights expressly 
guaranteed in the 1606 Virginia Charter 
and the 1620 New England Charter. 
The brief describes British attempts to 
prohibit arms commerce in Colonial 
times from 1774-83 in great detail, all of 
it thoroughly documented. 

"The JPFO brief makes it 
clear that commercial activity in 
firearms and gunpowder was routinely 
practiced in the Colonies, right down to 
foreign trade," added Alan Korwin, a 
gun-law expert. "The British Crown's 
attempt to ban this activity by law and 
by force aroused the Colonists and was 
a key factor in precipitating the 
American Revolution," he notes. 

JPFO supports the 
historical record and current liberty to 
buy and sell guns as a routine part of 
American life. 

JPFO's amicus brief and 
the Teixeira panel decision are 
available at jpfo.org. The amicus brief 
was written by David B. Kopel and 
Joseph G.S. Greenlee. 

- Press release February 13, 2017 

Caution: Watch out how you 
are loading those semi¬ 
automatic rifles! 

If you have a semi¬ 
automatic rifle that has a free-floating 
firing pin, such as an AR-15 or an 


AKM-47, do NOT drop a round in the 
breach and let the bolt slam forward! 

The only safe way to load 
the round is to load it from a magazine. 

The reason is the rifle’s 
design counts on the bolt slowing down 
as it strips the round out of the 
magazine. Without a magazine, the 
bolt won’t slow down and hits full force, 
possibly allowing the free-floating firing 
pin to strike the round’s primer hard 
enough to set it off unexpectedly. 

- VA-ALERT: VCDL Update 1/31/17 

Fact of the Month 

NATO is the world's largest 
and most powerful military alliance, and 
has deployed troops from the Balkans 
to Afghanistan. 

But its future has been 
thrown into doubt by the election of 
President Donald Trump. During his 
campaign, Trump suggested that the 
willingness of the US to defend its 
European allies would be conditional 
on their contributions to the alliance, 
which he has since called "obsolete." 

Today, only four of NATO's 
26 European members -- the UK, 
Greece, Poland, and Estonia -- match 
the alliance target of spending 2% of 
GDP on defense. However, 22 of 
NATO's 28 members [which include the 
U.S. and Canada] increased their 
defense spending last year. 

NATO's Article V -- which says 
that an attack on one is an attack on all 
-- does not legally oblige everyone to 
fight. If Trump decided not to respond, 
other NATO members could still do so. 

NATO's Supreme Allied 
Commander is always an American, 
and the US continues to provide some 
of the key supporting capabilities, such 
as refueling aircraft and airborne radar, 
without which it would be very hard for 
even Britain, France, and Germany to 
act on their own. 

-- Shashank Joshi, “Can Europe still 
rely on NATO?”, CNN February 3, 2017 


"[It is a basic principle of a 
tyrant] to unarm his people of weapons, 
money, and all means whereby they 
resist his power." - Sir Walter Raleigh 
(1554-1618) 
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